
 

 

                   
 

 

  

Mission Statement: 
We as Secular Franciscans are committed to seeking and promoting a closer relationship with God for ourselves and others by living the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and by following St. Francis’ and St. Clare's example of simplicity, humility and service using the Rule of Life of the OFS as our guide. 
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Monthly Gathering: Our next monthly 
gathering will be May 16th at 1:00 at the Parish 
Center in the Dining Area.  Please bring your 
own snack.   
 
Council Meeting:  Our next meeting  will be  
June 5th at 10:00 am in the Parish Center.   
 
Candidates: Read chapter 29 in the Franciscan 
Journey and be prepared to discuss with Kyle.   
 
Gospel Sharing: Rose Ann Ripka  will lead 
discussion on the Feast of the Ascension. 
 
Ongoing Formation: Please read Chapter 1 of 
Everything Belongs.  Carol will lead. 
 

 
 
Rule 9 of the Secular Franciscan Order 

The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, 
was open to His every word and call. She was 
embraced by Francis with indescribable love 
and declared the protectress and advocate of 
his family. The Secular Franciscans should 
express their ardent love for her by imitating 
her complete self-giving and by praying 
earnestly and confidently. 

Remembering & Fostering Ongoing Growth 
Sr. Lois Erpelding, OSF, Spiritual Assistant 

 
During a recent birthday week, I 
returned to the farmland I knew as a 
child. I pondered the garden spots 
where I spent time weeding, 
watering, and harvesting garden 

produce. I pondered the planting and harvesting seasons of 
crops. I appreciated sharing memories with one of my brothers 
on this remembrance tour which included a cemetery visit to 
graves of our parents and two siblings. 
 
Francis must have been also aware of cycles within natural 
growth as well as spiritual growth. “ ...a crop sprang up quickly 
in the untilled field.   Even the uncultivated vine began to 
produce buds with a sweet smell for the Lord, and when it 
produced flowers of sweetness, it brought forth equally the fruit 
of honor and respectability. Thanks, and the voice of praise 
resounded everywhere as many, as casting aside earthly 
concerns gained knowledge of themselves in the life of 
teaching of the most blessed Father Francis and aspired to 
love and reverence for their Creator.” (1C 37) 
 
We have experienced the richness of the Easter time Gospels. 
Following His Resurrection, the Risen Christ appeared to 
individuals as He continued to open their eyes, ears, and 
minds to stretch them forth in carrying forth His ongoing 
mission.  How are we being stretched anew personally and 
communally as a Fraternity? 
 
On May 16th we will celebrate the feast of Ascension and 
begin preparation for a renewed Pentecost in our lives— a time 
to see, to choose, to act in a world that will not return to former 
times. The apostles gathered together as they prayed and 
waited for the Spirit’s coming. Where am I choosing to join 
others as family, Fraternity, Faith communities, neighbors, 
friends as we wait openly as the Body of Christ in our world 
awaiting renewed life as well. We need to choose creatively to 
move forward with facing any fears and collaboratively shaping 
renewed Franciscan realized dreams that will bud forth with 
new zeal. 



 
Assignments  

( May Be Subject to Change Monthly) 
 
Gospel Sharing 2021 
Jan Joan Jul Kyle 
Feb Matt Aug Sarah 
Mar Retreat Sep Profession 
Apr Renew Profession Oct Lisa 
May Rose Ann Nov Bonnie 
Jun Pat Dec Jenise 
 
Ongoing Formation 2021 
Jan Bonnie Jul Pat 
Feb Kyle Aug Joan 
Mar Retreat Sep Profession 
Apr Election Discussion Oct Matt 
May Carol Nov Rose Ann 
Jun Sarah  Dec Nick (?) 
 

Franciscan Saint of the Month 
 

Ferdinand III of Castile was 
the son of Alfonso IX, King 
of Leon.  He was declared 
king of Castile at age 
eighteen. His mother 
advised and assisted him 
during his young reign. He 
married Princess Beatrice, 
daughter of Philip of 
Suabia. They had seven 
sons and three daughters. 

His father (the king of Leon) turned against him 
and tried to take over his rule. The two 
reconciled later.  In 1225, he held back Islamic 
invaders; prayed and fasted to prepare for the 
war.  
 
He founded the Cathedral of Burgos and the 
University of Salamanca and married Joan of 
Ponthieu after the death of Beatrice. He died on 
May 30th after a prolonged illness and was 
buried in the habit of his Secular Franciscan 
Order.  
 
Ferdinand was a great administrator, a man of 
deep faith and was especially devoted to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. He founded hospitals, 
bishoprics, monasteries churches, and 
cathedrals during his reign. He was a just ruler, 
frequently pardoning former offenders to his 
throne. His feast day is May 30th. 
 
 
 
 

Lessons from a Spider 
Bonnie Johnson, ofs, Vice Minister 

When I was reading Fr. Bob’s column today, 
something he wrote made me remember the 
child’s story “Robert Bruce and the Spider.”   
In the story a Scotland King, Robert Bruce 
was at war with England and had suffered 
several defeats.  He was disheartened and 
thinking of surrendering and had gone to a 
cave to think.  As he sat there he noticed a 
spider trying to build her web from one side 
of the cave to another and kept failing.  
Finally, after repeated efforts her 
persistence paid off and she had reached the 
other side.  The King, impressed with the 
spider’s determination decided to battle one 
more time and won. 

Fr. Bob takes the moral of the story to 
another level.  He wrote: “when we brush 
away a spider’s web, the spider will rebuild 
it by the next day.”  The spider has the 
doggedness to do it but also knows she has 
the tools inside of her to rebuild her web.   

How much like the spider we are!  That is 
not my favorite comparison, but God did 
give us the gift of vocation and the tools 
within us to forge ahead to live and breathe 
that vocation even when it is difficult.  With 
the dedication of a spider, (and help from 
God and the Region) we have been able to 
find a way to rebuild our Fraternal web.  
What joy!  

Francis knew he had a calling and put it in 
motion.  He also knew when it was time to 
let another take it to new heights.  How 
excited and thankful I am to see us grow 
with our new leaders. (Picture to come in 
June Prism.) I also want to say a very 
heartfelt thank you to those who formed and 
led us to this point.  We would not be here 
without you!  God has been so good to us. 

 
Have a Blessed & Happy Mother’s Day 

 


